
 
 

         W r i t i n g  &  L a n g u a g e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C e n t e r  
 

T h e  q u o t e  “ s a n d w i c h ”  
ou can use many kinds of evidence to support a claim—examples, anecdotes, explanations, research results, or 

statistics, for example. You may also use quotes from others. However, you have to connect the quote to your claim 

so that it clearly supports it—you cannot just drop a quote in without adding a comment, explanation, reflection, or 

connection.    
 

It may help to think of the quote as a sandwich: the quote itself is the important stuff in the middle. But it has to have a top 

piece—an attribution phrase introducing it—and a bottom piece—your own interpretation, explanation or connection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The quote exists to help you make your point, so you need to clearly state what the quote means to you and how it 

connects to your point. The quote can never do all that by itself. The example above demonstrates shows three different 

ways to interpret Twain’s quote and connect to related ideas: 

 One interpretation connects the quote to the idea that personal experience may sometimes be better (or worse) 

than formal classroom learning. 

 One interpretation connects the quote to the value of risk-taking in learning. 

 One interpretation connects the quote to the value of everyday experience. 
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In other words, what we learn from 

our own experience can be very 

different from what we learn by 

hearing or reading about other 
people’s experiences. 

Twain is saying that even 

simple everyday experiences 

teach us important things in 

unforgettable ways. 

Twain means that 

if we are willing 

to take risks, we 

may suffer a few 

injuries, but we 

will never forget 
the lesson. 

The top piece: an attribution phrase 

The middle: the 
quote itself. “If you hold a cat by the tail, you learn things 

you cannot learn any other way.” 
 

In the words of Mark Twain,  

According to Mark Twain, 

Mark Twain says,  

Mark Twain maintains… 

The bottom piece: interpret the quote, 

reflect on what it means, and connect it 
to your thesis. 

The Quote Sandwich 
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