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Chicago-Style Citation Quick Guide 

Yuba College Library 

 
The Chicago Manual of Style presents two basic documentation systems:  notes and bibliography and author-date. 

Choosing between the two often depends on subject matter and the nature of sources cited, as each system is 

favored by different groups of scholars.  

 

Notes and Bibliography: Sample Citations 

The following examples illustrate citations using the notes and bibliography system. Examples of notes are 

followed by shortened versions of citations to the same source. For examples using the author-date system, please 

visit this webpage (http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html) or the print Manual.  

 

Journal article 

Article in an online journal 

In a note, cite specific page numbers. In the bibliography, include the page range for the whole article. For articles 

consulted online, include a URL or the name of the database. Many journal articles list a DOI (Digital Object 

Identifier). A DOI forms a permanent URL that begins https://doi.org/. This URL is preferable to the URL that 

appears in your browser’s address bar. 

Notes 
1. Susan Satterfield, “Livy and the Pax Deum,” Classical Philology 111, no. 2 (April 2016): 170. 

2. Shao-Hsun Keng, Chun-Hung Lin, and Peter F. Orazem, “Expanding College Access in Taiwan, 1978–2014: 

Effects on Graduate Quality and Income Inequality,” Journal of Human Capital 11, no. 1 (Spring 2017): 9–10, 

https://doi.org/10.1086/690235. 

3. Peter LaSalle, “Conundrum: A Story about Reading,” New England Review 38, no. 1 (2017): 95, Project 

MUSE. 

 

Bibliography entries (in alphabetical order) 

1. Keng, Shao-Hsun, Chun-Hung Lin, and Peter F. Orazem. “Expanding College Access in Taiwan, 1978–2014: 

Effects on Graduate Quality and Income Inequality.” Journal of Human Capital 11, no. 1 (Spring 2017): 1–34. 

https://doi.org/10.1086/690235. 

2. LaSalle, Peter. “Conundrum: A Story about Reading.” New England Review 38, no. 1 (2017): 95–109. Project 

MUSE. 

3. Satterfield, Susan. “Livy and the Pax Deum.” Classical Philology 111, no. 2 (April 2016): 165–76. 

 

Article in a print journal 
In a note, list the specific page numbers consulted, if any. In the bibliography, list the page range for the whole 

article. 

1. Joshua I. Weinstein, “The Market in Plato’s Republic,” Classical Philology 104 (2009): 440. 

2. Weinstein, “Plato’s Republic,” 452–53. 

Weinstein, Joshua I. “The Market in Plato’s Republic.” Classical Philology 104 (2009): 439–58. 

 

Article in a newspaper or popular magazine 

Articles from newspapers or news sites, magazines, blogs, and the like are cited similarly. Page numbers, if any, 

can be cited in a note but are omitted from a bibliography entry. If you consulted the article online, include a URL 

or the name of the database. 

1. Rebecca Mead, “The Prophet of Dystopia,” New Yorker, April 17, 2017, 43. 

2. Mead, Rebecca. “The Prophet of Dystopia.” New Yorker, April 17, 2017. 
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Ebook 

For books consulted online, include a URL or the name of the database. For other types of e-books, name the 

format. If no fixed page numbers are available, cite a section title or a chapter or other number in the notes, if any 

(or simply omit). 

1. Herman Melville, Moby-Dick; or, The Whale (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1851), 627, 

http://mel.hofstra.edu/moby-dick-the-whale-proofs.html. 

2. Philip B. Kurland and Ralph Lerner, eds., The Founders’ Constitution (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 

1987), chap. 10, doc. 19, http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/. 

3. Melville, Herman. Moby-Dick; or, The Whale. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1851. 

http://mel.hofstra.edu/moby-dick-the-whale-proofs.html. 

4. Kurland, Philip B., and Ralph Lerner, eds. The Founders’ Constitution. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 

1987. http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/. 

 

Book 

One author 

1. Zadie Smith, Swing Time (New York: Penguin Press, 2016), 315–16. 

2. Smith, Zadie. Swing Time. New York: Penguin Press, 2016. 

 

Two authors 
1. Brian Grazer and Charles Fishman, A Curious Mind: The Secret to a Bigger Life (New York: Simon & 

Schuster, 2015), 12. 

2. Grazer, Brian, and Charles Fishman. A Curious Mind: The Secret to a Bigger Life. New York: Simon & 

Schuster, 2015. 

 

Editor, translator, or compiler instead of author 
1. Richmond Lattimore, trans., The Iliad of Homer (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1951), 91–92. 

2. Lattimore, Richmond, trans. The Iliad of Homer. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1951. 

 

Item in a commercial database 

 

For items retrieved from a commercial database, add the name of the database and an accession number following 

the facts of publication. In this example, the dissertation cited above is shown as it would be cited if it were 

retrieved from ProQuest’s database for dissertations and theses. 
Choi, Mihwa. “Contesting Imaginaires in Death Rituals during the Northern Song Dynasty.” PhD diss., 

University of Chicago, 2008. ProQuest (AAT 3300426). 

 

Website 

 

A citation to website content can often be limited to a mention in the text or in a note (“As of July 19, 2008, the 

McDonald’s Corporation listed on its website . . .”). If a more formal citation is desired, it may be styled as in the 

examples below. Because such content is subject to change, include an access date or, if available, a date that the 

site was last modified. 

1. “Google Privacy Policy,” last modified March 11, 2009, http://www.google.com/intl/en/privacypolicy.html. 

2. “McDonald’s Happy Meal Toy Safety Facts,” McDonald’s Corporation, accessed July 19, 2008, 

http://www.mcdonalds.com/corp/about/factsheets.html. 

 
 

 

 

 

  


